154                 KING RICHARD III             [ACT iv.
Duck, Dead life, blind sight, poor mortal living ghost,
Woe's scene, world's shame} grave's due by life usurp'd,
Brief abstract and record of tedious days,
Rest thy unrest on England's lawful earth, [Sitting down,
Unlawfully made drunk with innocent blood!                30
Q. Eliz. Ah, that thou wouldst as soon afford a grave,
As thou canst yield a melancholy seat!
Then would I hide my bones, not rest them here.
Ah! who hath any cause to mourn but we?
[Sitting down by her. Q. Mar. If ancient sorrow be most reverend,                        35
Give mine the benefit of seniory,
And let my griefs frown on the upper hand.
If sorrow can admit society,        [Sitting down with them.
Tell o'er your woes again by viewing mine.
I had an Edward, till a Richard kill'd him ;                  40
I had a Henry, till a Richard kilTd him :
26. Dead life, blind sight] Ff; Blind sight, dead life Qq.        28. Brief . . . days] Ff; omitted Qq.          29* thy"] they Q 5; their Qq 6-8.          Sitting down}
Camb.; Sitting down on it. Capell.            30. Unlawfully] Unlawfull Qq 6, 7.
innocent] Ff; innocents Qq. 31. Ah] Ff; 0 Qq. as soon] Ff; as welt .Qq. 34, Ah] Ff; O Qq. we] Ff; J Qq. Sitting down by her.] Camb. ; Throwing herself down upon the earth. Hanmer (at 31). 35. If ancient] If any ancient Pope. reverend] reuerent Qg, Ff. 36. seniory] signorie Qq 1-5; signiorie Qq 6, 7; signeurie F i; signiory Q 8; signeury Ff 2-4; seigneurie Rowe; seniority Pope. 37. griefs] Ff; woes Qq. hand.] Warburton; hand, Qq; hand Ff.          38. Sitting down with them.] Camb,; joining, and taking seat
between them.   Capell.          39. Tell .   .  . mine] Qq; omitted Ff.          o'er]
Warburton; ouer Qq.          41, I had a Henry] Rann (Capell conj.), Craig; I
had a Harry Camb.; I had a Richard Qq; J had a Husband Ff.
26-30. Pope put this speech of strained   rivals.     Richard  has   murdered,  not
paradoxes into his margin.   No doubt,    only Prince Edward and Henry VI.,
in writing  Constance's   lamentations    but also his own nephews, Edward V.
in King John, in. i., Shakespeare re-   and Richard of York.    The Duchess
membered this earlier and more stilted   retorts by reminding Margaret of her
attempt. ^                                              responsibility for the deaths of York and
28. Brief abstract] Compare Ham let,    Rutland at Wakefield.    Margaret an-
ii. ii. 548, 549.                                       swers her by adding the death of Clar-
31.  thou]  Elizabeth   addresses  the   ence to the list of Richard's crimes, and
earth.    The transition is rather abrupt,   upbraids her with being the mother of
36.  seniory]   This   is   the   spelling   the arch-criminal.
adopted by most modern editions.   The       41. Henry] Qq are obviously wrong:
word, in the present passage, implies   it is difficult to imagine that the read-
bodi superior age (line 35) and superior   ing in Ff was derived from an original
cause for sorrow (line 3 7).                       source, as it breaks a sequence of proper
40-46. Margaret makes her sorrows    names to which the lines  owe their
common with  those  of her   Yorkist    point.